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Urbana Free Library
In collaboration with the Teen 
Librarian at the Urbana Free 
Library, Film Crew @ UFL is a 
seven week program that helps 
teens produce their own short 
films by walking them through 
the process including screen-
writing, filming, and editing. Due 
to the program's success and 
interest showed by participants it 
is being repeated for a second 
time.
● Exploring personal interests through   
  media creation
● Collaborating with public library
● Hands-on video production
● Presenting films to the community
  
Peer Ambassadors
The Peer Ambassadors (PAs) are 
a youth intervention and 
leadership program in Urbana-
Champaign. Through 
collaboration with YCI, the PAs 
have produced a website, public 
service announcements, and are 
also learning about information 
literacy and library advocacy. 
Currently, YCI and the PAs are 
developing a library at the 
Champaign County Juvenile 
Detention Center. 
● Demonstrating leadership with peers 
● Connecting knowledge to community 
  issues 
● Learning responsive library collection 
  development
  
Iroqouis County 4H
In 2008, a group of Iroquois West Middle 
School students mapped their local 
community using ESRI ArcGIS. They 
created more than a dozen maps and 
uploaded them to the ESRI web portal.
In 2009, the students mapped a cemetery 
as part of their quest of local history. They 
used multiple new media geospatial tools 
such as GPS, Google Map, Video and 
Podcast and integrated information from 
multiple sources.
● Creating community maps through 
  an ESRI grant
● Discovering community history through 
  technology
● Integrating information from multiple 
  media sources
  Virginia, IL High School
Virginia is an agricultural 
community in east-central Illinois. 
Our partners in the school district 
are designing a GIS/GPS course 
rooted in inquiry-based learning 
where 11th and 12th grade students 
will be designing projects that can 
be used by the community. This 
course will offer students the 
opportunity to solve real world 
problems in their community 
through social sciences and 
agriculture.
● Using technology in inquiry learning
● Contributing information to the               
  community
● Assessing and evaluating resources
● Connecting community history to 
  curriculum
